
October 25, 2022 
 
 
 
President Joseph R. Biden, Jr. 
The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC   20500 

 

RE:  Consequences for Avoiding Targeted Sanctions in Sudan 

 

Dear President Biden, 

 

We, the undersigned 100 human rights organizations, scholars and leading activists, write a third time to 

urge the U.S. to impose targeted sanctions on Sudanese Generals Abdel Fattah al-Burhan and Mohamed 

Hamdan Dagalo, known as Hemedti.  At a minimum, targeted sanctions are an appropriate response to 

these and other crimes of the Generals:  

● One year ago today, the Generals staged a coup and ended Sudan’s civilian-led transitional 

government. 

● The Generals have a long and well documented history of genocide, mass atrocities and war 

crimes during the Bashir era. 

● Post coup, the Generals are responsible for deadly violence and serious human rights abuses. 

● Growing evidence suggests the Generals are behind the worsening violence in Darfur. 

● Burhan is reinstating the Bashir-era Islamists with unchecked control and corruption of ministries 

and state-owned enterprises. 

● Hemedti consolidates power and controls gold exports through bribes, intimidation and violence. 

● The Generals are engaged in a web of illicit activity destabilizing and endangering the region. 

● The Generals support Putin and associates and their crimes in Europe and on the Continent.  

 

In addition, targeted sanctions against the Generals impede a dangerous tendency towards normalization: 

● Unconstrained by targeted sanctions, Burhan was welcomed at the UN General Assembly and 

Queen Elizabeth’s funeral. 

● Failure to impose targeted sanctions helped remove resistance to Sudan’s seat on the UN Human 

Rights Council. 

● Failure to impose punitive measures on the Generals emboldens other authoritarian leaders and 

regimes.    

 

The Generals desperately do not want to be sanctioned.  Targeted sanctions curb their ability to control 

and plunder Sudan’s resources.  Targeted sanctions create real pressure by tarnishing their reputation 

and denying access to the legitimate international financial system.  The Generals avoid targeted sanctions 

by (1) threatening to escalate violence if they are sanctioned, (2) feigning disinterest to convince the U.S. 
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that sanctions will have no impact on them, and (3) pretending to cooperate with and participate in efforts 

to establish a civilian-led government in order to buy time and firmly establish their control of Sudan. 

 

Instead of falling for the Generals tactics, the U.S. should impose targeted sanctions now and set clear 

benchmarks for their removal.  This approach would provide deserved consequences and real incentive 

for change.  U.S. targeted sanctions would create a stigma that would cause much of the international 

community to avoid legitimizing criminals, and it would help correct the existing power imbalance inside 

Sudan.  Targeted sanctions are a critical tool for the U.S. to use for effective engagement in Sudan and 

should go hand in hand with a holistic U.S. strategy on Sudan that recognizes and respects the Sudanese 

people’s demand for freedom, justice and peace.   

 

Thank you for considering our urgent request.   

 

Respectfully,  

 

John Prendergast, The Sentry, Co-Founder, Washington, DC 

Frank Wolf, Member of U.S. Congress 1981-2015, retired 

The Baroness Cox, Independent Member, House of Lords, Founder, Humanitarian Aid Relief Trust, UK 

David Alton, Professor the Lord Alton of Liverpool, Independent Crossbench Member of the House of 

Lords, UK 

Ibrahim Taha Ayoub, Retired Sudanese Diplomat, Rome, Italy 

Aicha Elbasri, Former United Nations Official  

ACROSS, Elisama W. Daniel, Executive Director, Juba, South Sudan 

African Organization for Rights and Development (AFORD), Abdalmageed Haroun, President 

African United Democratic Party (AUDP), Mr. Sibusiso Bbusibheki Dlamini, Secretary General, Manzini, 

Swaziland 

Ahmed el-Gaili, International Lawyer 

Al Khatim Adlan Center for Enlightment & Human Development (KACE), Albaqir al-Affif Mukhtar (PhD), 

Director, Khartoum, Sudan 

Atta H. El-Battahani, Professor  

Bol Gai Deng, Kush Democratic Majority Party, Richmond, VA  

Civil Society Organizations in the Nuba Mountains, Kucho Shaine Abajo, Chairman, Sudan 

Darfur Bar Association 

Darfur Women Action Group, Niemat Ahmadi, President, Washington, DC 
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Dr. Mutaal Girshab, Regional Human Rights Expert and Director, Regional Centre for Training and 

Development of Civil Society (RCDCS) 

Elhag Ali Warrag Sidahmed Warrag  

Eltigani Ali, Human Rights Activist 

Group Against Torture in Sudan (GATS), Mohamed Elgadi 

Haitham Elnour, Activist, Washington, DC 

Hala Al Karib, Regional Director, Strategic Initiative for Women in the Horn of Africa, SIHA Network 

Human Rights and Development Organization (HUDO Centre), Bushra Gamar, Kampala, Uganda 

Independent Movement Organization, Adil Salih, President, Fairfax, VA 

Justice Centre for Advocacy and Legal Consultations (JCALC), Mohaned Elnour, Director, Sudan 

Kamma Organization for Development Initiatives (KODI), Abdalla Komi Kodi, Executive Director, Nuba 

Mountains, Sudan 

Learning Victory, Inc., Ariik Nyok, MPA, Founder and Executive Director, Long Island City, NY 

Mohamed Y. Khalifa, Educator and Human Rights Activist, Cambridge, MA 

Mustafa Sharif, President/CEO, RehabNOVA International, Menifee, CA 

Najlaa Ahmed, Human Rights Activist 

Nuba Mountain International Association - USA, Seifeldin Kudi, Secretary of Foreign Relations, Boston, 

MA 

Nubia Project, Ambassador (Rtd.) Nuraddin Abdulmannan 

Philip Tutu, Activist, Kansas City, MO 

Regional Centre for Training and Development of Civil Society (RCDCS), Sudan 

Rudwan Dawod, Secretary General, Sudan of the Future, Phoenix, AZ 

Saifeldin B. Gibreel, Sudan National Democratic Forum California Chapter, Alameda, CA 

Salih Mahmoud Mohamed Osman, Human Rights Defender, Lawyer from Darfur, President, Darfur Bar 

Association, Recipient of the Human Rights Watch Award, Recipient of American Bar Association 

International Human Rights Award, Recipient of the EU Parliament Sakharov Prize for Freedom of 

Thought 

Sally Elatta, Sudan NextGen 

Sudan For All, Emad Bukhari, Founder, Phoenix, AZ 

Sudan Monitor, Osman Naway Habila, USA 
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Sudan National Democratic Forum in California, Saadia Al Khalifa, Co-Founder, Oakland, CA 

Sudan Transparency and Policy Tracker  

Sudanese American Public Affairs Association, Inc. (SAPAA), Fareed Zein, Board Chairman, Houston, TX 

The African Middle Eastern Leadership Project (AMEL), Mohamed Abubakr, President, Washington, DC 

The Framework Mechanism for Conflict Transformation, Achol Bark, Advocacy and Policy Coordinator, 

Sudan 

Philip Tutu, Activist, Kansas City, MO 

Unite for Darfur, Bahar Arabie, CEO, Gaithersburg, MD 

Voices for Sudan, Jimmy Mulla, President, Washington, DC 

C. Louis Perrinjaquet, MD, MPH, Medical Director, Doctors to the World, Breckenridge, CO 

Dr. Pius Kamau MD, President, Africa America Higher Education Partnerships (AAHEP), Denver, CO 

Nada Fadul, MD, MD Physician and Human Rights Activist, Omaha, NE 

Professor Elihu D. Richter MD, Occupational and Environmental Medicine, Hebrew University-Hadassah 

School of Public Health and Community Medicine, Jerusalem, Israel 

Sudan’s Doctors for Human Rights, Dr Husam El-mugamar, UK 

Dr. Gregory H. Stanton, Founding President, Genocide Watch, McLean, VA 

Ellen J. Kennedy, Ph.D., Executive Director, World Without Genocide, St. Paul, MN 

Eric Reeves, Trustee, Darfur Bar Association, Northampton, MA 

Gerard Prunier, PhD, Former Senior Researcher with French CNRS, Self-Employed Consultant on Eastern 

Africa, Paris, France 

G. Jan Colijn, Dean Emeritus, Stockton University, Pomona, NJ 

Henry Theriault, Ph.D., Immediate Past President, International Association of Genocide Scholars, 

Founding Co-Editor, Genocide Studies International  

Robert K. Hitchcock, Professor, Department of Anthropology, University of New Mexico, Albuquerque 

Samuel Totten, Professor Emeritus, University of Arkansas, Fayetteville, Author of Genocide by Attrition: 

The Nuba Mountains of Sudan, Fayetteville, AR 

Stephen Zunes, Professor of Politics, University of San Francisco, San Francisco, CA 

Bill Casey, Member, Our Lady Queen of Peace Church, Arlington, VA 

CSW (Christian Solidarity Worldwide), Dr Khataza Gondwe, Head of Advocacy and Africa and Middle 

East Team Leader, London, UK 
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Darfur Interfaith Network, Banjamin Bradburn, Washington, DC 

James R. Hiskey, Co-Founder, C.S. Lewis Institute, Annapolis, MD 

Jewish World Watch, Serena Oberstein, Executive Director, Los Angeles, CA 

Jews Against Genocide, Sharon Silber, Co-Founder, New York, NY 

Katartismos Global, Faith J.H. McDonnell, Director of Advocacy, Manassas, VA 

Nuba Christian Family Mission, Spencer Flourney, Member, Englewood, CO 

Pittsburgh Presbytery International Partnership, Eddie Willson, Moderator, Pittsburgh, PA 

Rev. Dr. J. Austin Watson, retired United Methodist Church of SC  

Rev. Heidi McGinness, Unflinching Hope Worldwide, Omaha, NE 

Rev. Sylvia Carlson, Member, Sudan/South Sudan Mission Network 

Sister Marilyn Lacey, Executive Director, Mercy Beyond Borders, Santa Clara, CA 

The Rev. David B. Carver, Pittsburgh Presbytery (Presbyterian Church USA), Pittsburgh, PA 

The Reverend Ronald D. Culmer, St. Clare's Episcopal Church, Pleasanton, CA, 

Bill Andress, Advocate for a Just and Lasting Peace in Sudan 

Bronx/NYPAN, Gene Binder, Member, Steering Committee, Bronx, NY 

Brooklyn Coalition for Darfur & Marginalized Sudan, Laura J. Limuli, Coordinator, Brooklyn, NY 

Coalition Against Global Genocide (CoAGG), Roz Duman, Founder/Executive Director, Denver, CO 

Darfur Action Group of South Carolina, Dr. Richard Sribnick, President 

Darfur and Beyond, Cory Williams, Co-Founder, Phoenix, AZ 

Elizabeth Blackney, Founder, GirlHQ, Executive Director, The Cook Foundation, Washington, DC 

Martha Spiegelman, Coordinator, Amnesty International-Group 128, Amherst, MA,  

Marv Steinberg, Redding, CA 

Matt Kohn, Independent Filmmaker, New York, NY 

Never Again Coalition, Lauren Fortgang, Director, Portland, OR 

New York Coalition for Sudan, Eileen Weiss, Co-Founder, New York, NY 

New York Darfur Vigil Group, Helga Moore, Founder, New York, NY 

Operation Broken Silence, Mark C. Hackett, Executive Director, Memphis, TN 

Our Humanity in the Balance, Terry Nickelson, Director, Deming, NM 
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Pittsburgh Darfur Emergency Coalition, David Rosenberg, Coordinator, Pittsburgh, PA,  

Stop Genocide Now, Felicia Lee, Global Programs Manager, Los Angeles, CA 

Sudan Unlimited, Esther Sprague, Founder and Director, San Francisco, CA 

Use Your Voice to Stop Genocide RI, Sandra Hammel, Director, Portsmouth, RI 

Claire Vera, Nuba Now, London, UK 

Gill Lusk, Writer on Sudan, London, UK 

Rebecca Tinsley, Founder, Waging Peace, London, UK 

Rights for Peace, Mariana Goetz, Director, UK 


